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to give any detailed account of this period. The aim has
been rather to indicate, in the light of the new German
documents, M. Poincare's Memoirs, and other recently pub-
lished material, the more important factors which increased
this crystallizing: opposition and gave it the fatal turn which
it took in 1914.
This opposition of Triple Alliance and Triple Entente
was accompanied and accentuated by four sets of tendencies.
 (1)	Both systems of alliance tended to be deformed
from their originally defensive character.   They tended to
become widened in scope to cover policies involving offen-
sive military action.  For example, Germany felt compelled
to back up Austria, if her ally became involved in war with
Russia by her efforts at self-preservation from the "Greater
Serbia" danger—in a way which Bismarck would hardly
have tolerated.   In precisely the same way, France under
M. Poincare felt compelled to back up Russia, if her ally
became involved in war with Austria and Germany by her
efforts to safeguard her Balkan ambitions—in a way which
M. Poincare's predecessors would hardly have permitted.
 (2)	Germany tried to strengthen the Triple Alliance,
and,  similarly,  M.  Poincare  tried  to tighten  up  and
strengthen the Triple Entente.   But the latter was more
successful than the former.   The Triple Alliance, in spite
of its renewal in 1907 and in 1912, tended to become rela-
tively weaker. ' It was weakened by Austria's internal
troubles and Balkan complications, by the deep-seated dis-
trust between Austria and Italy, and by Italy's sacra
egoismo, which often made her oppose her allies, especially
Austria, in diplomatic questions and caused her allies to
doubt her loyalty in case of war.   The Triple Entente, on
the other hand, became relatively stronger, because its
members were not divided from one another by any such
sharp conflicts of interest as between Austria and Italy, and
because England, France, and Russia were able to make in*

